being a four anna member is because I have served it
faithfully ever since my return from South Africa in
1915. Every Muslim can do so from now and he will
find that his services are as much valued as mine. Today,
every Muslim is assumed to be a Leaguer and, therefore,
to be an enemy of the Congress. Such unfortunately has
been the teaching of the League. There is now not the
slightest cause for enmity. Four months are too short
a period to be free from the communal poison. Un-
fortunately for this unhappy land, the Hindus and Sikhs
mistook the poison for nectar and have, therefore, be-
come enemies of the Muslims of India and have to their
disgrace retaliated and so become even with the Muslims
of Pakistan. I would, therefore, urge the Muslim minority
to rise superior to the poisonous atmosphere and live
down the thoughtless prejudice by proving by their
exemplary conduct that the only honourable way of
living in the Union is that they should be full citizens
without any mental reservations. It follows then that
the League cannot remain a political organization, even
as the Hindu Mahasabha or the Sikh Sabha or the Parsi
Sabha cannot. They may function as religious organi-
zations for internal religious reform for the purpose of
exploring the best and living the best that is in their
religions. Then they will purify the atmosphere of all
poison and vie with one another in well-doing. They
will be friendly to one another and thus help the State.
Their political ambition can only be satisfied through
the Congress, whether they are in it or not. The Congress
will be a caucus when it thinks of those only who are in
it. It has very few such even now. It has as yet an un-
rivalled position because it strives to represent the whole
of India without exception. It aims to serve cceven
unto this last".
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